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SBDC Kicks Off New Year with New Advisory Board Appointees

HOUSTON (Jan. 14, 09) —Lone Star College System’s Small Business Development Center Advisory Council kicked off the new year with a strategic planning meeting and a number of new members joining the council. 

The new advisory council members include Emily deMilliano, Andy Dill, Reggie Gray, Robert Harris, Debbie Howle, O’Brien Hughes, Kimberly Kabela, Frank McCrady, Gregg Mielke, Claire Phillips, Amanda Trapp and Michelle Wright 

 “We are delighted to have these new members on our council,” said Sal Mira, LSCS SBDC director. 

“Many people may not know that the SBDC Advisory Council is comprised of so many local business owners, leaders of chambers and economic development groups in addition to LSCS staff,” said Mira.

“The council provides advice on issues that support the SBDC in its endeavors to be responsive to the small businesses in its multiple service areas. Additionally the council helps re-evaluate and better define the mission and goals of the SBDC with a view toward updating and better aligning its activities with the needs of the small business community so that it can help to create more jobs and influence positive economic expansion,” he said.

Emily deMilliano, Lone Star College System 

deMilliano has served Lone Star College System as the communications manager since 2007. Her role includes media relations, marketing and promoting system-wide activities, initiatives and accomplishments. 

Andy Dill, Community Chamber of Commerce of East Montgomery County

Dill has served as president of the Community Chamber of Commerce of East Montgomery County since Aug. 2003.  Currently he serves on the board of directors of Kingwood Medical Center, Montgomery County Youth Services, Montgomery County Transportation Task Force, Association of Texas Leadership Programs, Leadership Montgomery County, New Caney ISD District Level Advisory Committee, HEART of Montgomery County steering committee and is the Immediate Past President of the Rotary Club of East Montgomery County, Gulf Coast Chamber Executives, and Association of Texas Leadership Programs.  

Reggie Gray, North Houston-Greenspoint Chamber of Commerce  

Gray serves as the president for the North Houston-Greenspoint Chamber of Commerce. In his role he is responsible for promoting and stimulating business development and community development in the north Houston area. The chamber includes a blend of business, networking, community, educational, and social activities to benefit its members. 

Robert Harris, CPA

Harris is a Certified Public Accountant and has 14 years of public accounting experience including the last nine as owner of his own firm. His practice is directed toward small businesses with a specialty in construction.
Debbie Howle, Lone Star College System
Howle has served LSCS for eight years. Recently she was promoted to program coordinator for external affairs. In that role she will be responsible for coordinating economic and community development projects working with area chambers of commerce and economic development organizations as well as assisting in the tracking of state and federal legislative issues. 
O’Brien Hughes, Lone Star College System  

Hughes has served in the Lone Star College System since 2004 in the role of Technology Trainer for LSC-Montgomery prior to his new position at LSC-Online.  He enjoys serving as an Adjunct Instructor of Business Management, researching new technologies, and helping faculty integrate those technologies effectively into their online instruction.  

Kimberly Kabela, Amegy Bank 

Kabela has worked for Amegy Bank for 15 years and is currently the vice president of business banking for the south Montgomery county area. 

Frank McCrady, East Montgomery County Improvement District  

McCrady serves as president of the East Montgomery County Improvement District and is an active advocate for small business development issues. He is a former owner of several small businesses and understands the issues facing the small business owner today. 

Gregg Mielke, Currin, Wuest, Mielke Paul & Knapp, PLLC
Mielke has practiced law in the Houston Metropolitan area for 22 years.  In 2007, he joined with several other attorneys to form Currin, Wuest, Mielke Paul & Knapp, PLLC.  He focuses his practice on providing legal services to businesses and business owners with an emphasis on helping business owners keep what they have built and earned, through estate and asset protection planning; and to high net-worth individuals that have the same issues
Claire Phillips, Lone Star College System
Phillips has served LSCS for the past 12 years. She currently serves as the business department chair at Lone Star College-CyFair but previously held management positions in Fortune 500 companies and start up business. 

Amanda Trapp, Stibbs & Co. PC
Trapp is an attorney with Stibbs & Co. PC. She practices transactional business law with emphasis in the energy sector and real estate.  Her clients range from the small business entrepreneur to the multi-million dollar international holding companies.  She currently serves on the Texas State Bar Grievance Committee and is a Director for the Montgomery County Bar Association.

Michelle Wright, Amegy Bank

Wright has worked for Amegy Bank for 15 years and currently serves as VP/SBA Lender. Wright also serves as the chairperson of the training and education committee for Houston Association of Government Guaranteed Lenders. 

Throughout 2009, the SBDC Advisory Council will tackle issues such as marketing, training, fundraising, the SBDC 23rd Annual Awards Banquet and more. 

The LSC SBDC works with existing companies to help them get started, grow and compete in today's global economy. SBDC services are available for companies in every phase of the business life cycle, helping entrepreneurs make sound decisions and succeed.
Lone Star College System consists of five colleges, including LSC-CyFair, LSC-Kingwood, LSC-Montgomery, LSC-North Harris, and LSC-Tomball, six centers and Lone Star College-University Center. With more than 51,000 students in credit classes this fall, LSCS is the largest institution of higher education in the Houston area and third largest community college system in Texas. To learn more, visit LoneStar.edu.
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